
CIE INSIDER | SAMPLE MARKED SCRIPT

SAMPLE
This is a real Paper 6 I marked for a student, shown as they got it back, in their own handwriting. Their name is

removed. Every mark and note is what they received.

YOUR OWN PAPER
Want yours marked like this? It's from £25 a paper at cieinsider.com/marked. The last page explains how it works.

Here's your Paper 6.
0625/62, May/June 2026 (Paper 6 Alternative to Practical, Variant 2). Marked against Cambridge's published

mark scheme for that paper, the way I marked scripts for Cambridge.

38 36
Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4

10/11 10/11 11/11 7/7

That's an A on this paper, and well clear of the line: the A line for 0625/62 in June 2026 was 32 out of 40. Worst

case: if your examiner was having a bad day, the two marks I gave you on the benefit of the doubt (cards C and

F) could go, and 38 becomes 36, still an A. The graph question scored full marks: every point plotted to within

half a small square (I measured them), a sensible scale, and RX given as a whole number of ohms, which the

examiner report says a lot of candidates got wrong. You followed every instruction about units and significant

figures. You only lost two marks, and they're the same habit.

The one thing I'd fix before the exam

When a question asks about a technique, a fair test or a control variable, answer about this experiment's

apparatus, not a general rule. Both of your lost marks went this way, and Q4 nearly made it three:

1(g): the question is about getting the water in beakers X and Y level. You wrote about reading the

measuring cylinder. (note 1)

2(d)(ii): "black is a better absorber" is the general rule. The mark was for using what happened here: the

black card was further from the lamp and still heated up faster. (note 2)

Q4 scored, but say exactly what stays the same. As written, the same material and the same volume

would mean the same mass. (card F)

One more, and it takes 30 seconds: print practice papers at "Actual size" or 100%, not "Fit to page". Your

copy came out at about 97%, which is why your ruler readings were short. (card A)

Where the other marks went

The blue numbers match the blue circles on your script.

1 1(g) 1 MARK

The question asks how to make sure the water levels in beakers X and Y are the same, so the answer

has to be about both beakers. Either of these scores:

Lower my head until my eye is level with the water surfaces, and look at both surfaces at the same time.

or: measure the height of the water in each beaker with a ruler.

EXAMINER REPORT, JUNE 2026

"Vague references to avoiding parallax errors, without explaining that both surfaces should be viewed

simultaneously at eye level, were insufficient."

 / 40
YOUR MARK

 / 40
WORST CASE
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2 2(d)(ii) 1 MARK

The question asks why your conclusion would still hold if the test were fair. Use the unfairness you found

in (i):

The black card was further from the lamp (2.0 cm against 1.0 cm), so it received less radiation, but its

temperature still rose faster (3.4 against 1.9 °C/min). At the same distance the difference would be even bigger.

EXAMINER REPORT, JUNE 2026

"Most candidates compared the absorbing properties of the black and white cards without referring to the fact

that the distances of the cards from the lamp were unequal."

Marks you got, but I'd tighten the wording

These all scored. Two were marked generously (BOD), and the others are habits worth fixing. Don't give an

examiner any excuse to take a mark away. They mark hundreds of scripts and won't puzzle over yours, so

make every step visible and copy the paper's own conventions.

A 1(a)(i) and 2(a)(i), marked on your copy

Strictly, the mark scheme accepts only 5.2, 2.5 and 2.4 cm for the block, and 2.0 cm for d2. Your copy

was printed at about 97% of full size: you measured the graph grid at 14.5 cm, and it's 15.0 cm on a full-

size paper. On your copy, your 5.0, 2.4, 2.3 and 1.9 are right, so I've given both marks. In the exam the

paper is full size, so measure exactly as you did here ("5.0", not "5", is to the nearest millimetre, as it

should be), and print practice papers at "Actual size" or 100%.

B 1(b)(ii)

You crossed out the last 0 of "0.580" in your working. That's fine here, but in future it's worth crossing

out the whole number and writing it again, just to be extra careful, so there's no doubt which value you

mean.

C 3(c) line of best fit BOD

Your line scored, because the mark scheme accepts a line through four points with one below. But it

goes through your top point, and every other point is on it or below it, so a stricter examiner could say it

isn't balanced. Lay the ruler so the points are balanced either side. Here that gives an intercept nearer

0.32 and a gradient nearer 0.021, so RX comes out at about 15 Ω instead of 17 Ω. Both are inside the

range the mark scheme allows, but on another paper a line pinned to one point could push the answer

out of range.

D 3(d) gradient

Good, big triangle, clearly marked. Write the two corners as coordinates, and give G to 2 significant

figures. "0.02" looks like 1 s.f. even though your working gives exactly 0.0200:

Corners on the line: (0, 0.34) and (33, 1.00)

G = (1.00 - 0.34) / (33 - 0)

G = 0.66 / 33 = 0.020

E 4 (the table and the masses)

Your headings had the quantity and the unit, so the table scored. Write them the way the paper does,

with a slash, as in its own Tables 2.1 and 3.1. Use realistic masses too: a 1 kg steel ball is over 6 cm

across, and 5 kg is over 10 cm, which is hardly the "small metal ball" in the question. And time each fall

more than once: the mark scheme ignores "repeat the experiment", but credits repeating each timing

and taking the average.

Columns: m / g and t / s

Five balls from a few grams to a few tens of grams

Time each ball three times and use the mean
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F 4 (control variables) BOD

I think you meant the balls should be the same size with the same surface, which is a fair pair of

controls, so it scored. But "material of metal ball, volume of metal ball" reads as the same metal and the

same volume, and mass = density x volume, so every ball would have the same mass and your

experiment couldn't change its own variable. Say exactly what stays the same, and add the control that

matters most here, the height you release the ball from:

Independent variable: mass of the ball (same diameter, different metals)

Keep constant: the height of release above the oil, the diameter of the ball, and its surface finish

Reading the marks on your script

Mark awarded, placed where you

earned it

On the graph, one tick for each of

the four marks
Not awarded

ecf
Error carried forward: right, using

your own earlier answer
2/2 Your mark for that part BOD

Marked generously. See the green

cards for the safer wording

In Q4, each mark is labelled with its point in the mark scheme (MP1 to MP7).

Good luck with the real one.

Rich

cieinsider.com 0625/62 May/June 2026 | marked by Rich, former Cambridge examiner
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CamScanner

card A

2/2

ecf

1/1
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CIE INSIDER | GET YOUR OWN PAPER MARKED

Want yours marked like this?
Everything before this page is a real script I marked for a student. I marked A Level

Physics (9702) and IGCSE Physics (0625) for Cambridge, and your paper gets marked

the same way.

What comes back

Your paper marked against the published mark scheme, with every mark placed where it was

earned or lost.

For every lost mark: the words that cost it, what the scheme needed instead, and the physics

worked through to the right answer.

The patterns across the whole paper, and the one thing I'd fix first.

How it works

1 Sit a full 0625 or 9702 past paper, timed, in one go. Keep your working as you wrote it: photos

of your handwriting are fine.

2 Go to cieinsider.com/marked, pick your paper and pay. It's from £25 a paper, and every price

is on that page.

3 Email your paper to rich@cieinsider.com with the subject "Marked script", from the address

you paid with.

4 It comes back within a week, usually sooner. If it takes longer, ask and I'll refund you, and you

keep the marking.

Not sure which paper you sit? Email me at rich@cieinsider.com before you pay and I'll tell you.

Rich

CIE Insider | cieinsider.com/marked

https://cieinsider.com/marked/
mailto:rich@cieinsider.com
mailto:rich@cieinsider.com
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